
International Motor Development Research Consortium 

I-MDRC 
 

The Lolas E. Halverson Motor Development Young Investigator Award 

An international honor, the Lolas E. Halverson Motor Development Young Investigator 
Award is given in recognition of an outstanding young scholar for their contributions to 
research in the motor development field and scholarly effort to improve motor behavior 
over the lifespan. Honorees must demonstrate sustained scholarship that makes a 
significant contribution to the field of motor development. Evidence might include the 
innovative nature of the work, its impact on the field, and/or its impact on the practical 
application of knowledge. The recipient will make a research presentation at the next I-
MDRC conference.  

Nomination Due by March 1 (11:59 pm ET) 

Award Criteria:  

1. Nominee shall have demonstrated sustained scholarship makes a significant 
contribution to the field of motor development. Evidence of this distinction 
might include the innovative nature of the work, its impact on the field, and/or 
its impact on the application of knowledge. The work shall reflect high quality 
scholarship as demonstrated by a theoretical rationale and alignment, high 
quality methods and analyses, insightful interpretation of results, and the 
contribution of new knowledge to the field of motor development.  
 

2. The nominee must be a current I-MDRC member and preference will be given 
to individuals who have been actively engaged in I-MDRC (e.g., attending 
international and national I-MDRC conferences, being a member of I-MDRC 
over multiple years, serving on I-MDRC committee). 
 

3. Nominees must be no more than 5 years beyond their Ph.D. award date. 
 

4. The award will be presented on biennial basis. The award recipient will 
receive a plaque at the I-MDRC conference. The recipient will agree to make 
a research presentation at the next I-MDRC conference. 

 

Nominator Responsibilities: 

1. The nominator must be a member of I-MDRC. 
 

2. The nominator is responsible for putting the nomination packet of materials together 
and communicating with the I-MDRC Awards Committee chair. 



 
3. The nomination packet of materials should include: 

 
a. Nominee’s information: name, work affiliation, address, email 
b. Nominator’s information: name, work affiliation, address, email 
c. Name and email of the two individuals writing nomination support letters 
d. Nominee’s CV  
e. A research statement written by the nominee: 

i. No more than 5 double-spaced pages (1 inch margins, 12 point font) 
ii. Summary of the lines of research of the nominee 
iii. Impact and significance of the research to the field of motor 

development 
iv. Application of their work to professional practice  
v. Commitment and involvement with I-MDRC 
vi. Future research 

f. Three first-author articles published by the nominee  
g. Letter of nomination (2-page, single spaced) by the nominator, outlining the 

candidate’s contributions to the field of motor development and alignment with 
award criteria 

h. Two additional letters of support (preferably from I-MDRC members) 
 

Directions 

1. The nominator will compile the packet of all materials in a single pdf, and email it 
to imdrc.15@gmail.com.   

2. The nomination packet should be saved with the following naming convention, for 
example, nominee's name is Sue Smith; a single pdf file is being submitted as 
Halverson Award (insert appropriate year) Sue Smith.pdf.  

3. All nomination materials must be received electronically by I-MDRC 
(imdrc.15@gmail.com) no later than 11:59 pm ET on March 1st.  

4. All questions should be directed to imdrc.15@gmail.com (email). 

 

  


